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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a monthly initiative

by Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development

for Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document

disasters and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties.

UDAAI is based on media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi

newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to

document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to

document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters,

the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take

many more steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a

document that highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster

management and accident minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership, policy makers,

bureaucracy, research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society

organisations, media and the citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and

action-oriented conversations on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation

in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue, there is likely

to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate actions and disaster

management in Uttarakhand.

1. August 1, 2024: Rain Havoc: Nine Dead, Five Missing in Uttarakhand

Heavy rains in Uttarakhand on July 31, 2024 disrupted life in many areas. Nine

people have died in various incidents, while five others are missing, with search

efforts underway. A high alert has been issued in Kedarghati. The Tilwara bridge in

Tehri has been washed away.

The Mandakini River's water level rose above the danger mark after a cloudburst

near Lyncholi, between Jungle Chatti and Bhimbali on the Kedarnath trek route. As a

precaution, the district administration evacuated the markets of Gaurikund and

Sonprayag, as well as the Gauri Mai temple, late last night. Around 30 metres of the

Tapt Kund and Kedarnath walking route have been washed away. In response, 200
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people have been accommodated at the GMVN guest house. A rockfall has also been

reported between Gaurikund and Sonprayag.

Meanwhile, a couple, Bhanu and Neelam, died when a small hotel collapsed in

Nautad Tok, Bhilangana block, Ghansali (Tehri).

In another incident, a woman died after debris fell on her house in Rohida in the

Gairsain area. Additionally, two people went missing after a house collapsed in

Belchori, Chamoli.
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2. August 2, 2024: 12 dead as intense rains wreak havoc

At least 12 people have been killed in rain-related incidents since the evening of July

31, 2024 as heavy rains lashed various parts of the state, leading to waterlogging,

flooding, landslides, debris fall and uprooting of trees. Over 1,500 pilgrims stranded

at various places in Rudraprayag district were rescued by SDRF through alternative

trek routes, said officials aware of the matter.

State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) Uttarakhand commandant Manikant Mishra

said, “Four people were killed in Haridwar including two in a roof collapse incident,”

he said. The two victims were identified as Aas Mohammad (10) and Nagma (8). He

said that the two others were electrocuted in Roorkee.

Mishra said the body of a woman has also been recovered in Chamoli’s Gochar area

where a house had collapsed on August 1, 2024. “SDRF personnel have also

recovered a body from a river near the Kalimath Road in Rudraprayag district,” he

added.

A cloudburst was also reported in Tehri Garhwal district, where bodies of two people

- identified as Bhanu Prasad (50) and Neelam Devi (45) - have been recovered and

another injured was rushed to hospital by the SDRF team. Three families in Tehri’s

Thati village were also evacuated from the area amid heavy rain and debris fall.

Mishra said an eight-year-old Rizwan was washed away in a nullah in Haldwani’s

Shani Bazar area on July 31, 2024 evening. “A search operation has been launched to

trace him,” he said. “In Pauri Garhwal, a person trapped in the swelled Cheela river

was rescued by an SDRF team. In Dehradun’s Sahaspur area, 31-year-old Anish

Kaluda was washed away on July 31, 2024 evening. His body was recovered on

August 1, 2024”.

Similarly, SDRF officials recovered the bodies of two people who were washed away

in a river near Sahastradhara in Dehradun. They have been identified as Indrapal

(40) and Bhupendra Singh (43), said SDRF officials.

Furthermore, due to the collapse of a bridge on the Ghansali-Kedarnath road in

Rudraprayag district, the local SDRF team prepared an alternative route for the

safety of villagers and travellers. “Many pilgrims were stranded due to the damage to

the road between Gaurikund and Bhimbali. SDRF rescued around 1,500 pilgrims via

alternative trek routes and rushed them to Sonprayag,” the SDRF commandant said.
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3. August 2, 2024: Disaster Strikes: Disaster Claims Eight Lives in Five

Days in Tehri

This monsoon season is proving deadly for the residents of Bhilangana block. Just

five days after a mother and daughter lost their lives in Toli, another disaster struck

Jakhanyali village, claiming three more lives.

Locals reported that around 9 PM on July 31, 2024 Bhanu Prasad (50), his wife

Neelam (45), and their son Vipin (30) were preparing to leave for home after

finishing work at a hotel. However, due to heavy rain, they decided to wait for it to
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stop. During this time, a cloudburst caused the nearby stream to overflow, and the

three were swept away along with the hotel in the strong flow of debris.

The debris also entered a nearby house, but its occupants—Jashoda Devi, her mother

Mooli Devi, her daughters Sandhya and Vandana, and her grandson

Shivansh—managed to escape to safety.

Upon receiving the news, the administration and the SDRF team reached the site and

began searching for the missing persons with the help of local villagers. Bhanu

Prasad and his wife Neelam were found about 150 meters below the hotel, with

Neelam found dead under the rubble. Their son Vipin was discovered about 100

meters further down, severely injured. He was taken to a nearby road, treated at

Pilkhi, and later transferred to a higher hospital that same night. Unfortunately,

Vipin succumbed to his injuries near Tehri Dam.

4. August 2, 2024: 16 Missing in Landslide on Kedarnath Route
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Sixteen people are reported missing after a landslide triggered by a cloudburst and

heavy rain on July 31, 2024 night along the Kedarnath trekking route. Their families

have informed the police, stating they have been unable to contact them since the

incident. Superintendent of Police Rudraprayag, Dr. Vishakha Bhadane, confirmed

the missing persons report and said that search efforts are ongoing. However,

Disaster Management Secretary Vinod Kumar Suman stated that no such

information had reached his office.

Meanwhile, in other rain-related incidents, 11 people have lost their lives in the state

over the past 24 hours, with one person still missing. Many rivers are flowing near

the danger mark, and landslides across the mountain routes have increased risks,

with debris and stones falling from hillsides. Power and water supply have been

disrupted in numerous villages due to damaged infrastructure.

There were two landslides between Lincholi and Bhimbali on the Kedarnath walking

route following the cloudburst. The trekking route collapsed in several places, and

two bridges in Rambada were washed away by the strong currents of the Mandakini

River. Additionally, a warehouse and four dhabas in Gaurikund were swept away.

Locals fear that the missing individuals might be people who had been conducting

business along the Jagran Marg, although no official confirmation has been made.

The Superintendent of Police noted that searches had been carried out throughout

the day based on the information provided by relatives, but no one has been located

yet.

The Kedarnath Yatra was suspended on August 1, 2024 due to the collapse of the

highway and walking route. More than 4,000 pilgrims stranded at various points

were evacuated by the NDRF, SDRF, and police, and transported to safe locations. Of

these, 700 pilgrims were rescued by helicopter. The PMO has also sent support in the

form of Air Force cargo helicopters, including Chinook and MI-17, which have

arrived at the Gauchar helipad. During the operation, 5,000 food packets were

distributed to stranded pilgrims.

Due to the rising Mandakini River, hotels and lodges built along the riverbanks in

Sonprayag and Gaurikund have been evacuated. Travel registrations for the Char

Dham Yatra were also suspended in Rishikesh and Haridwar.
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5. August 8, 2024 : Dorothy’s seat collapses after landslide hits iconic

tourist spot in Nainital dist

Nainital experienced a massive landslide in the Tiffin Top area on the night of August

6, 2024 which led to the collapse of the famous tourist point Dorothy’s Seat, one of

the main attractions of the hill station . Cracks around this seat had already

developed last year and the district administration was planning for its treatment to

save the famous tourist point, officials familiar with the matter (said).

Nainital district magistrate (DM) Vandana Singh said; “I received the information of

the landslide at midnight. I immediately instructed our administrative officer to

move to the place along with the SDRF. Since there is no human habitat in Tiffin Top

hill area therefore, no human hoss has been reported but some parts of rocks stuck in

the hill are posing threats.”

“Our priority is to remove rocks stuck or hanging in Tiffin Top. Since the hill of Tiffin

Top is fragile, it is not possible to remove the rocks during the monsoon season. I
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have asked a geologist to conduct a survey and provide us with a report about the

Tiffin Top area,” she said.

In the first week of May 2023 some cracks were spotted on Tiffin Top around

Dorothy’s seat. The then district magistrate Dhiraj Garbiyal banned the area for

tourists to avert any untoward incident on May 9, 2023. Simultaneously he wrote to

the state government to send a high level to conduct a geological survey of the Tiffin

Top for the treatment of cracks.

6. August 17, 2024 : 3 more bodies found as Kedar route reopens

The trek route from Sonprayag to Kedarnath, which had been closed for 15 days due

to massive rain-triggered landslides on July 31, 2024 has now reopened. The route

was severely damaged at around 3o locations from Gaurikund to Kedarnath, forcing

pilgrims to rely solely on chopper services to reach the shoreline. With the route now

restored, pilgrims have resumed their trek.

Meanwhile, the State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) has found three more bodies

near Lincholi, bringing the total death toll in the landslides tragedy in Kedarnath to

six. The identities of the bodies have not yet been determined.
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SDRF commandant Manikant Mishra said that the three bodies were found under

debris from large boulders. “The bodies have been handed over to the district police.

Our search operation along the route is ongoing,” Mishra said.

7. August 19, 2024: Search continues for 20 missing pilgrims

The search is still on for 20 people who are still missing on the Kedarnath trek route,

which was affected in several areas due to heavy rainfall on July 31, 2024 officials

familiar with the matter said.

Sonprayag police station in-charge Devendra Singh Aswal said, “Twenty people are

still missing on the Kedarnath trek route. We, along with other agencies like SDRF

and DDRF, have been searching for them.”

Rudraprayag district information officer Rati Lal said the six bodies have been

recovered so far from the trek route.
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Around 260 labourers were engaged in the repair work, which began on August 7,

2024 a day after chief minister Pushkar Singh Dhami directed the officials concerned

to promptly repair the national highway and pedestrian route.

On August 6, 2024 Dhami visited the affected areas in Rudraprayag district and

conducted an aerial survey and held meetings with the officials and affected people.

The chief minister reviewed the relief and rescue operations and reconstruction

works in the areas affected by heavy rains. Around 13,000 pilgrims have been

rescued from the Kedarnath trek route in Rudraprayag district since May 31, 2024.
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8. August 22, 2024: Landslides in 13 Villages Due to Cloudburst in

Bhilangana Patti, Five Houses Destroyed

Heavy rains on Tuesday, August 20, 2024 night caused devastation in Bhilangana

block of Tehri district, an area already grappling with the impacts of previous

disasters. A cloudburst in Bhilang Patti triggered landslides across 13 villages. As

rivers and streams overflowed, debris and water flooded into homes, leaving the

villages buried under boulders and rubble. Two houses were completely destroyed,

and three others were partially damaged. Fortunately, villagers managed to escape in

time, saving their lives. However, 14 cattle were buried under the debris as five

cowsheds collapsed. Many villages have been cut off due to damage to electricity,

water, and communication lines.

The region has already been suffering from disaster since the last week of July, when

Tingarh, Toli, and Jakhnyali villages in Bhilangana block were hit. The affected

villagers have not yet been relocated from those areas, and now, on Tuesday, August

20, 2024 night, landslides and debris have created further destruction in several

villages of Bhilang Patti. Around 11 PM, water from a nearby stream began to

overflow, causing debris and boulders to fall into the villages.

According to Mayur Dixit, DM of Tehri Garhwal, heavy rainfall in the Bhilangana

area caused significant damage to the villages of Bhilang Patti. Two families have

been relocated to a safer place after their homes were destroyed. Instructions have

been given to restore electricity and water supply, and relief work is underway at a

rapid pace, he added.

The landslides also disrupted drinking water lines in Thati Bhilang, Sankari,

Maletha, Lom, Chakragaon, Samangaon, Miswali, Bhatgaon, Ankwan Gaon,

Raitgaon, Jogiana, and Bhelunta villages. Electricity supply was interrupted in Khal,

Gawana Malla, Gawana Talla, Satiyala, Gewal Kuda, Mindu, Sindwal Gaon, Kailwagi,

Chakragaon, Jugadgaon, Chaitwar, Devlang, and Ghuttu villages.
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9. August 29, 2024: Landslide zone active in Varunavat after 2 decades

Over 200 residents living in the foothills of Varunavat Parvat, which overlooks

Uttarkashi town, were evacuated on August 27, 2024 night after boulders and debris

began falling from the mountain. The landslide, which continued until August

morning, revived memories of a series of landslides in 2003 when over 3,000 people

were evacuated and around 100 buildings in the hill town were damaged.

No lives were lost in the recent landslide, but several two wheelers were buried under

debris in the Gufiyara area.

Subhash Kumai (43), a resident, who had witnessed the 2003 landslides, said, “Our

house was partially damaged, and we had to live with relatives for months back then.

The monsoon caused rivulets to flood, leading to erosion in the mountain. As soon as

the rain stopped and temperatures rose in Sept, landslides began and continued for

several weeks.” He added that the latest incident reminded him of the 2003 rockfall.

Uttarkashi DM Meharban Singh Bisht said he formed a technical committee,

including the sub-divisional magistrate of Bhatwari, a geologist from the district task

force and officials from the public works department, irrigation department, forest

department, SDRF, DDMA, and the Nehru Institute of Mountaineering, to survey the

affected area.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group

engaged in communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the

Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with

institutions of Government of India, Government of Uttarakhand and other

stakeholders such as research & academic institutions, community groups, civil

society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges in the

state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable

urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of

the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely unintentional.

In case any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available

for events that are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at

email id contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in

subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAAI.
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