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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a monthly initiative
by Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development
for Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document
disasters and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties.
UDAALI is based on media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi
newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to
document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to
document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters,
the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take
many more steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a
document that highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster
management and accident minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership, policy makers,
bureaucracy, research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society
organisations, media and the citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and
action-oriented conversations on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation
in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue, there is likely
to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate actions and disaster
management in Uttarakhand.

May 4, 2024: Woman among three labourers killed in forest fire in
Almora

Three labourers, including a woman, were killed while another was injured while
trying to douse a forest fire in Almora district making it the first deaths this year in
forest fire that have been raging in the hill state over the past fortnight.

The incident occurred in Someshwar tehsil on the evening of May 2, 2024 when four
labourers who were employed by a person to extract highly inflammable pine resin
(leesa), were trapped in the forest fire while trying to douse out the flames.
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There were no identity cards on the labourers and belonged to Nepal. While one died
on the spot, two died while being treated at different hospitals — Almora Base
Hospital, and Government Hospital in Haldwani. These three deaths mark the first
deaths in forest fires in the hill state this year, forest officials said.

“A case has been registered in the incident and we are trying to ascertain how the fire
started in the forest. We have given a complaint to the police for setting the fire in the
forest, based on which they have registered a first information report (FIR),” said
Deepak Kumar, Almora divisional forest officer (DFO).

Over the past two weeks, forest fires have been raging in Uttarakhand, especially in
the Kumaon region that includes Almora district where the first deaths have been
reported this year. On Friday May 3, 2024 the state reported 64 forest fire incidents
— 30 in Garhwal, 29 in Kumaon, and five in wildlife administrative regions.

Over 1,000 hectares of forest land have been damaged in forest fires in the last six
months, Nishant Sharma, the nodal officer for forest fire incidents in Uttarakhand,
said. Uttarakhand has recorded the highest number of large forest fires in the
country during the week from April 25 to May 2, according to the data of the Forest
Survey of India (FSI). In the same seven days, Uttarakhand also recorded 3,768 fire
alerts, the second highest in the country, only behind Odisha, which recorded 3,769
alerts, according to FSI data.
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May 5, 2024 : Five students dead and one injured in accident while
returning from Mussoorie

Studying in two different universities, four students and one of their friends died in a
car accident on the Chunakhala-Jhadipani road; one of their friends, a girl, was
seriously injured. Crashing through a road barrier, their Ford Endeavor fell 50 ft
down the slope and onto the road below, tyres in the air. The friend had come from
Moradabad to meet them.

The cause for the accident is speculated to be loss of control of the vehicle, which was
travelling at high speed down the steep slope. According to Mussoorie police, the
incident occurred at 5.15 am. The names of the deceased are Hridayansh Chandra
from DIT University, Aman Singh Rana, Divyansh Pratap Bhati, Tanuja Rawat, and
Nayanshri, from IMS Unison University.

While three were dead on the spot, two died on the way to the hospital. The student
who was seriously injured is being treated at Max Hospital, and has sustained
injuries on the head, neck and waist.
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May 16, 2024 : “Lackadaisical approach” - Supreme Court pulls up state
over forest fires

The Uttarakhand government is lackadaisical in controlling forest fires, the Supreme
Court said on Wednesday, May 2024 summoning the state’s chief secretary to appear
before it on May 17, 2024 and explain lapses in utilising funds, large vacancies in
forest department posts, lack of firefighting equipment, and deployment of forest
officials and vehicles on poll duty and Char Dham yatra despite exemptions granted
by the Election Commission.

Considering the importance of forests across the country, a bench headed by justice
BR Gavai passed a general direction barring deployment of forest officials or vehicles
for poll duty. The order said, “We direct that in all states and Union territories, forest
staff and forest vehicles shall not be requisitioned for election purpose or any other
purpose such as Char Dham yatra.”

The Centre was also asked to inform about the total funds allocated to Uttarakhand
under centrally sponsored schemes (CSS) and money available under the
Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA).
The bench, also comprising justices SVN Bhatti and Sandeep Mehta, said, “We are at
pains to say that the approach of Uttarakhand in controlling the fires, to say the least,
is lackadaisical.”

The court also said, “We direct the chief secretary of Uttarakhand to personally
remain present in court on May 17 and explain as to why CAMPA funds of only 23.4
crore were released for 2023-24 when the Union sanctioned %9.12 crore.”

The state was further asked to explain why state disaster management funds (SDMF)
were not released for tackling forest fires and questioned if the balance from the
CAMPA funds was diverted for any non-forest activity. The court also sought details
of vacancies in forest posts and timelines for filling them, reasons for lack of supply
of firefighting equipment for forest personnel at the district and taluka level, and
deployment of forest officials for poll duty.

The Uttarakhand government, represented by Deputy Advocate General Jatinder
Kumar Sethi, said the state has additionally filled up 1,250 vacant posts and will
gradually close the gap on vacancies. He said the state depends on central funds for
protecting forests, having limited sources of revenue and explained that in February,
when the fires started, there were 137 large forest fires, and by last week, these fires
decreased significantly, which made him say that the “emergency situation” was over.

The court said, “Last time you said only 0.01% of forests in the state is on fire. But
the note by amicus says it is much more. You cannot compare the entire state. This is
a wrong comparison.” Not willing to buy state’s reasoning, the bench said, “On one
hand, the state contends that manpower and vehicles are not available and on other
hand, it keeps a large number of vacancies unfilled.”

Uttarakhand’s principal conservator of forests D Mohan, appearing through video
conferencing, admitted that some forest officials were deployed for poll duty. He
informed the bench that %3.4 crore was spent out of CAMPA last year and, this year,
allocation of %2 crore has been done already.
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NEW DELHI: The Uttarakhand
government is lackadaisical in
controlling forest fires, the
Supreme Court said on Wednes-
day, summoning the state's chief
SecTetary to appear before it on
Friday and explain lapses in utilis-
ing funds, large vacancies in forest
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equipment and deployment
forest officials and vehicles on poll
duty and the Char Dham yatra
despite exemptions granted by the
Blection Commission.

Considering the importance of
forests across the country, a bench
headed by justice BR Gavai passed
ageneral direction barring deploy-
ment of forest officials or vehicles
for poll duty. The order said, "We
direct that in all states and Union
territories, forest staff and forest
vehicles shall not be requisitioned
for election purpose or any other
purpose such as Char Dham
yara”

The Centre was also asked o
inform about the total funds allo-
cated to Uttarakhand under cen-
trally sponsored schemes (CSS)
and money available under the

Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning
Authority (CAMPA),

The bench, also comprising jus-
tices SVN Bhatti and Sandeep
Mehta, sald, “We are at pains to
say that the approach of Uttara-

in controlling the fires, to
least, is lackadaisical.*
the matter for Friday,

pulls up state

the court said, “We direct the chief
secretary of Uttarakhand to per-
sonally remain present in court on
May 17 and explain as to why
CAMPA funds of only Rs 3.4 crore
were released for 2023-24 when
the Union sanctioned Rs 9.12
crore”

The state was further asked to
explain why state disaster man-
agement funds (SDMF) were not
released for tackling forest fires
and questioned if the balance from
the CAMPA funds was diverted for
any non-forest activity. The court
also sought details of vacancies in
forest posts and timelines for fill-
ing them, reasons for lack of sup-
ply of firefighting equipment for
forest personnel at the district and
taluka level, and deployment of
forest officials for poll duty. o

Anote prepared by advocate
Parmeshwar assisting the court as
amicus curiae showed that fires
were stlll raging over an area
spread across 40 hectares of forest
in the state and on May 9, when

AnNDRF personnel tries to control afire in Pauri Garhwal, * p1

the top court took note of the mat-
ter, the state said the

situation is over though five large
fires (covering more than 200 hee-
tares) were raging, He quoted state
reports to suggest that in 2022,
over 2,186 fires were reported,
which affected 3,425 hectares of
forestland.

Parmeshwar said though the
state has an action plan in place
for mitigation of forest fires, it
lacks in impl tion,

His note said that in 2023-24,
the Centre under CSS sanctioned
Rs 14,02 crore, of which only Rs
375 crore was released. On
CAMPA funds last year, he said of
the Rs8 crore sanctioned, only Rs
340 crore was released for miti-
gating forest fires. On vacancies,
Parmeshwar cited a major man-
power crunch with over 1,000 of
3,650 sanctioned posts of forest
guards and more than 200 of 1,729
forester posts being vacant.

“The rosy picture presented to
uson the last date by the state does
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not seem to be correct,” the bench
said, adding, “Though an action
planhas been prepared andfinal-

. Ised, no steps have been taken to

implementit”

The Uttarakhand government,
represented by deputy advocate
general Jatinder Kumar Sethi, said
the state has additionally filled up
1250 vacant posts and will gradu-
ally close the gap on vacancies. He
said the state depends on central
funds for protecting forests, hav-
ing limited sources of revenue and
explained that in February, when
the fires started, there were 137
large forest fires, and by last week,
these fires decreased significantly,
which made him say that the
“emergency situation” was over.

The court said, “Last time you
said only 0.01% of forests in the
stateison fire. But the note by ami-
cus says it is much more. You can-
not compare the entire state. This
Isawrong comparison,” Not will-
ing to buy state's reasoning, the
bench said, “On one hand, the state
contends that manpower and
vehicles are not available and on
other hand, it keeps a large num-
ber of vacancies unfilled.”

The court failed to understand
non-availability of funds when
CAMPA funds from last year
remained unutilised. “Chief secre-
tary should explain whether the
said fund (CAMPA) is being util-
ised for other purposes not con-
nected to forest activity.”

Parmeshwar said general elec-
tons In Uttarakhand were com-
pleted In the first phase of voting,
and there are varlous orders

over forest fires

issued by the Election Commissicn
of India (ECI) and even by the
state’s principal secretary exempt-
ing forest staff and vehicles from
poll duty. The court said. “When
thereis an exemnption, you are just
trying to find out an excuse. ltisa
Very sorty state of affairs. Are these
officers being deployed in assem-
bly elections too? We don't know
asmany of the state's staterents
seem to be either excuses or are
incorrect.”

Sethi suggested formation of an
expert body to consider various
aspects of the matter. The court
was not inclined as it was
informed that the Centre had
already constituted a three-mem-
ber team to take immediate steps
tocontrol forest fires in the state.
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and CAMPA. Though figures
under CSS were not readily availa-
ble, Bhati contradicted the figures
provided by the amicus on
CAMPA funds. According to her,
the Centre relensed Rs 912 croce i
the last financial year and a further
amount of Rs 10 crore in April this
year. Uttarakhand's principal con-
servator of forests D Mohan,
appearing through video confer-
encing, admitted that some forest
officials were deployed for poll
duty. Heinformed the bench that
Rs 3.4 crore was spent out of
CAMPA last year and. this
allocation of 2 crore has
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May 23, 2024 : Cloudburst in Pauri and Uttarkashi

Acres of agricultural land was washed away from cloudburst in Pauri and Uttarkashi
districts on May 22, 2024. At least 24 houses and cowsheds were damaged due to .t.he
debris and water flow. Two cattle also died. Thirty metres of the Kotdwar-Baijro
motor road was washed away and vehicles buried under debris.
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The cloudburst in Pauri happened in the villages of Kunjoli, Sukai, and
Rainka-Farsaari, while agricultural land was also destroyed in the Jivai, Gudialkhet,
and Satgharia villages. In Uttarkashi district, the cloudburst took place in
Garhwalgad village in Chinyalisaur.

In Kumaon region, intermittent rains have impacted life and the Haldwani-Almora
national highway had to be shut down for two hours due to debris collecting near the
Kwarab bridge. In Chaukhutia, the water of the Kaligad spring entered the market of
Chandikhet, while water levels of the rivers Saryu and Gomti rose and drinking water
supply was impacted due to silt in the river water.

QEt 3R ITRGRI # Bel diee

3 e 301?!3:- mmmmmwmm

iy S R

TRENT | TR AW R

AR W ARG 01 | |

fied A e W 4 7 v
e oy 7% | T 3w
# T 3 o & ww Y

TS AT 9 A WA A | by

T 399 & nafdl €1 e @
w1 9§ FegR-aen A
i = w0 30 5 T
T T ST TR T 1 o
Y| ¥ R JET T g
WA W W S gEE|

YOG Tea-a9d 7 T |y

7 fom 21 3 oo AT
TN A WA A
&Rl 9 Ao Ted T 3K
HeR Tl 5o H & e
feu &) e o0 =6 WAt
% foim v 76 w9
o 1 75 w2
w9 Fia " 59 O F
T TRAUR
off| Wit A Forien
4 % 99 95a W

\ Mﬁmmm

_.-j s ] A R e, T

- s & Wi gl A i R 9 -
mﬂ?ﬁﬁmmﬁq&ﬁmmmm
& 1 7R 5 0 I 3 A s A &
8 i e Ao ) A A 8 | qUaR
| SRR i o A R I & O e Y A
| %2 Toarl - AeHTE TR v Q) 6 @ TR A
i o lvafe o el Y 61 O R i
B 3 oy e o 9 Y, T 1 e
5 T 3R e R 2 Wl el e e
28 frdre o o s wd

Y/ b e o o S A TR A
e O & T A A ATl IR o TR @mﬂ

-
&2
%’g

&

]
i
1

%

i
§a%
%%"

81
:
&
3
4
&

%

%
E
|

|

i
g_
134

EEE
%:a
ol
&
14

fla

HoR- i L84
i fog Eﬁmﬂa%ﬁziﬁﬁr-ﬁr
I, T frereiy o T 9 uw d0e sl o
W & TR A i AW 8 T g e
g § W e vid o v fiie & R W1 & R
v g1 7w 3 it & ool 3R v fis i A T #
W i A5 e | Ve G W e § O TR

R rdt T W 3K URR it T »

May 24, 2024 : Heavy rains caused flowing debris to enter houses

Heavy rains brought flowing debris into 21 houses in four villages in Birokhal block.
People spent two days trying to clean their houses of the collected debris and silt in
their homes. Some houses were in such bad shape that even their food was spoiled.
Seven villages faced acute water scarcity due to pipelines getting washed away.
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In Pabo and Thailisain blocks, heavy rains led to the small bridge in Sainji village
being washed away. About 12 villages are impacted due to this. The village temple
wall also crumbled due to the heavy rains. Several drinking water lines were also

impacted and destroyed.
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May 28: Fire in Village Salra in Mori Tehsil in Uttarkashi district:
Firefighter vehicle reaches in four hours due to lack of road

10 houses were burnt due to fire in village Salra in Mori Tehsil in Uttarkashi on May
27, 2024. Six people were injured while trying to douse the fires.

The district administration of Uttarkashi was informed about the fire in the village at
11.00 AM on May 27, 2024. Salra village is 8 kilometres away from the road. The fire
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spread rapidly since the houses in the village are made from wood. Twenty-two
families were rendered homeless in the fire.

There is a firefighting centre near Badkot, with one vehicle in Purola and the other in
Mori. Salra is eight km by walk from Mori. As a result, it took four hours for the
rescue teams of fire fighting and SDRF to reach the village of Slara. By then, 15
houses had burned down. If there was a road in Salra, the firefighters could have
come from Mori in an hour.

Not just that, the scarcity of water was another challenge. The government has put
taps and water lines in the village, but it’s been two years and there is no water. As a
result, villagers have to walk half-a-km to one kilometre to get water from a well and
spring. If there was water in the village, the fire would not have been on the scale that
it was.
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It is also worth mentioning here that the houses in this region are made of deodar,
kail, and pine wood. They do that to keep themselves warm from extremely cold
winters. Also, due to the distances and remote areas, it is really tough to transport
construction material to these villages. Moreover, the villagers also keep hay
collected for their cattle inside these houses. This adds to the danger.
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According to newspaper reports, 438 houses have been burned in fire in the past 20
years. The fire in Sidri in 2009 was the most devastating, where 26 houses were
razed to the ground and two villagers and 20 cattle had also died.
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May 31, 2024 : Forest fires in state more than double this year: Data

Uttarakhand witnessed more than double the number of forest fire incidents, and
triple the damage to forest land so far in 2024, as compared to the same period last

year.
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This year, the state has reported 1,156 forest fire incidents, compared to 484
incidents last year in the same period. Over 1,586 hectares of forest land has been
damaged, compared to 576 hectares in the same period last year, according to forest
department data. The state reported six casualties — five in Kumaon and one in

Garhwal — due to forest fires.

Officials say overall forest land lost due to forest fires this year is less compared to
previous years. Last year, 933 hectares of forest land was affected in 733 forest fires,
causing the death of three people. In 2021, 3,943 hectares were affected and eight
died in 2,813 fires and in 2022, 3,425 hectares were gutted in 2,186 incidents and
two died. In 2020, 172 hectares of forest land was affected due to 135 forest fires, in
which two persons died. In 2019, 2,158 forest fires affected 2,981 hectares of forest

land, which led to the death of one and injuries to 15 others.

Forest fires are generally reported in Uttarakhand from February to June, with a
peak in fire incidence in May and June. Over 90% of forest fires are man-made.
Besides man-made, other reasons include lightning, friction of falling rocks, and
monkeys accidentally throwing stones that create sparks leading to forest fires.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group
engaged in communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the
Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with
institutions of Government of India, Government of Uttarakhand and other
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stakeholders such as research & academic institutions, community groups, civil
society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges in the
state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable
urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of
the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation
Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautival@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely unintentional.
In case any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available
for events that are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at
email id contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in
subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAAL
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