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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a monthly initiative
by Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development
for Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document
disasters and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties.
UDAALI is based on media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi
newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to
document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to
document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters,
the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take
many more steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a
document that highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster
management and accident minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership, policy makers,
bureaucracy, research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society
organisations, media and the citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and
action-oriented conversations on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation
in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue, there is likely
to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate actions and disaster
management in Uttarakhand.

June 6, 2024: Kumaon Road Accident

Travelling from Haldwani to Putpudi, a vehicle lost control and fell into a gorge near
Patlok. Seven people, including the driver, a couple and their daughter died, while six
were injured. The incident took place at 6.30 in the evening on June 5, 2024. People
from nearby villages climbed down the gorge to help.

On getting information about the incident, police, a team of the revenue department
that was nearby, as well as MLA Ram Singh Kaida put in their efforts as well. The
wounded were brought to the primary health centre in Patlok, and were then referred
to Sushila Tiwari Hospital in Haldwani through an ambulance. The names of those
who died in the incident are: Mahesh Chandra Pargai (36), his wife Parvati Devi (33),
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their daughter Kavita (13), driver Bhuvan Chandra Bhatt (30), Mamta Bhatt (19),

Umesh Pargai (38), and Mahesh Chandra Rekhadi (45).
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June 6, 2024 : Nine dead as trekking team runs into bad weather in

|

Uttarkashi
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Nine members of a 22 member trekking team died after they lost their way due to
bad weather during the Sahastra Tal trek in the upper Himalayas in Uttarkashi

district.

A joint air-ground operation was launched by the Indian Air Force, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) and local
authorities. Of the 13 trekkers rescued from the trek on Uttarkashi-Tehri border,

eight were airlifted to Dehradun on June 5, 2024.

A 22-member trekking team was sent by Himalayan View Trekking Agency, Maneri,
on May 29 on a 35-km long trek from Uttarkashi. The team comprised 18 trekkers
from Karnataka and one from Maharashtra, besides three local guides. The trekkers

June 2024 - UDAAI Report by SDC Foundation, Uttarakhand

2

y



were to return by June 7, but lost their way due to bad weather from Sahastratal
towards the base camp.

Giving information related to the Sahastra Tal Track Rescue Operation, Uttarakhand
Mountaineer Organization President Bishnu Prasad Semwal said that as soon as the
administration received information about the trekkers being stranded at Sahastra
Tal, the rescue operation was started. This is the reason that 13 people from the
22-member trekkers team were rescued safely.

9§ dead as trekking team runs |-
into bad weather in Uttarkashi

been identified as Sindhu Vake-
kalam (43), Asha Sudhakar (71).

Amit Bathla C
Sujata  Mungurwadi (51},

Iatter @ hingdustantimes com

DEHRADUN: Nine members of &
72-member wekking weam died
after they lost their way due to
bad weather during the Sahasmra
Tal wrek in the upper Himalayas
in Uttarkashi district of Uttara-
khand. officials said on Wednes-
day, adding the remaining 13
wekkers have been rescued.

A joint atr-ground pperation
was launched by the Indian Air
Force, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), State
Disaster Response Force (SDRF)
and local avthorities, officials
said. Of the 12 trekkers rescued
from the trek on Uttarkashi-
Tehri border, eight were airlified
to Dehradun on Wednesday.

“Nine people huave been killed,
while 12 have been successfully
rescuerd We have brought 5 bod-
ies down, remaining 4 will be
retrieved tomorrow as we had o
suspend the rescue operation
due to bad weather today,” a sen-
ior SDRF official said, declining
to be pamed.

A ZZ2-member trekking team,
including 18 trekkers from Kar-
nataks and one from Maharash-
tr¢ besides three local guides,
wis sent by Himalayan View

Trekking Apency, Maneri, on
May 29 ona 35-km long trek to
Silla-Fushkalyan-Sahastra Tal.a
medium-sized high-altitude lake
located at an altitude of around
4,600 metres, from Uttarkashi.

SDRF team with the rescued trekkers in Dehradun.

The team was scheduled 1o
return by June 7. but lost its way
due to bad weather while trek-
king down from Sahastra Tal
towards the base camp, said
Uttarkashi district disaster man-
agement officer (DDMO) Deven-
dra Patwal. After receiving the
information, Uttarkashi district
magistrate Meharban Singh
Bisht asked the SDAF headquar-
ters to dispatch rescue teams
immediately and asked local res-
cue teams 1o reach the site. Bisht
also asked the heli rescue operi-
tions through the Indian Air
Force to rescue the stranded

Vinayak Mungurwadi (54).
Chitra Praneeth (48), Padman-
abha Kundapur Krishnamurthy

(50}, Venkatesha Prasad KN (53). |
Anita Rangappa (60) and Pad- |
mini Hegde (34), all residents aof

Bengaluru in Karnataka

The office of chief minister |
Pushkar Singh Dhami sharedon |

X that he was in regular touch
with senior officials for the res-
Ccue operation.

Those rescued have been
identified as Sudhakar S (64),
Vinay MK (47). Vivek Sridhar
(37). Naveen A (40), Rittika Jin-
dal {37), Soumya Kanale (31),
Sheena Lakshmi (48), S Shiva
Jyothi (45), Anil Jammatige
An hala Bhatta (52), Madhu

wrekkers.

On Wednesday, two Chetak
helicopters of air force and a pri-
vate chopper were deployed to
rescue the stranded trekkers on
the trek route. The SDRF also
dispatched its high altitude two
teams -- one each from Deh-
radun and Uttarkashi,

“The 22-member trekking
group, including three guides
was expected to leave for the
Sahastra Tal on May 29, two of
them stayed back at the base
camp due to bad health. Twenty
of them reached the summit.
While trekking down, the group
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met with the bad weather and
lost their way,” said SDRF Com-
mandant Manikant Mishra.

While 13 members, including
the two [rom the base camp,
were rescued, five others were
found dead, the official added.

“We along with other rescue
teams rescued 11 trekkers using
the choppers, Of the 1l trekkers,
eight were sent to Dehradun ina
chopper and three were brought
to Bhatwari, Two more were on
their back to Silla village under
the guidance of local guides,”
Mishra added.

The deceased trekkers have

Kiran Reddy (52), Jayaprakash
BS (61). Bharat Bommanagoudar

(53), all from Bengaluru, and |

Smruti Dolas (45), a resident of
Pune in Maharashtra.
On May 28, a 38-year-old trek-

ker from West Bengal died on |

Sankri-Kyarkorl- Harsil trek
route in Uttarkashi district. The
trekker, identified as Devrat, was
part of an ll-member group tak-
ing trekking to Kyarkoti- Harsil
atan altitude of 3489 metres.
Many mountainee:s and mek-
kers have lost their | ves in the
state, after they went inissing or
were caught in extreme weather
events during mountaineering
and trekking,

A

June 14, 2024 : Four forest personnel killed while dousing fire in Binsar
reserve

F-our-forest department employees died while dousing fire in Uttarakhand’s Almora
}C}lStI‘l.Ct 1on June 13, 2024. Four others were severely injured and were moved to
ospital.

A(':c01"ding to the information, a forest department vehicle caught fire in the Binsar
wildlife sanctuary, Almora, around 3.30 pm on June 13. On information, forest
department employees and PRD jawans took a vehicle to reach the spot.
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Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami announced an ex gratia of 210 lakh to the

families of deceased.

“In this hour of grief, the entire Uttarakhand government

stands with the families of the forest workers. I have instructed the officials to
immediately airlift the four forest workers who were injured to Haldwani Base
Hospital or to AIIMS Rishikesh,” he added.

Those who died were Forest Beat Officer of Binsar Range, Trilok Singh Mehta (40), a
daily wage labourer Diwan Ram (35) who was assisting the Forest department in
controlling forest fires, fire watcher Karan Arya (21) and Prantiya Rakshak Dal (PRD)
Jawan Puran Singh (50).

Almora has witnessed the highest number of deaths in forest fire incidents during the
ongoing season. On May 3, 2024, four labourers were killed after getting caught in a
forest fire in Someshwar Tehsil in Almora.

Uttarakhand has witnessed 1,220 forest fire incidents in this season, which started
from November 2023. As many as 1,675 hectares of forest land was gutted in the fire
this year and 10 people have lost their lives.

4 forest personnel killed while
dousing fire in Blnsar reserve

Neera] Santoshi

DEHRADUMN: Four forest
department employess were
killed while 1rying to dousc a
forest fire in Binsar Wildlife
Sanctuary arca in Almora dis-
trict on Thursday. officials
familiar with the matter sald.

Conscrvator of Forests,
North Kumaon Circle, Koko
Rose said: “Four people died in

the forest lire incident in

Almora distriet’s Binsar Wild
Ie they were
Four

life Sanctuary whi
tryving to douse the Nre.
others who have rece

injuries have been
the nearby hospi

the forest "

The dece 1ave been”
identificd as mwu: Ham (35),
forest department employee,
¥aran Arya( 21 ), forest depart-
ment employee, Trilok Mehia

(56). lu: est dt.].l.ﬁllln_'lll’.
em Puran
M(hr{ (a?] I!U)J W

The injured a K
Kumar (21},
employee, I B

¥, for departiment
cmiployee, Kaillush Bhatt (34),
forest department employee
and Kundan Negi (44), PRI
jawan.

June 16 ,
Rudraprayag

2024 :

The fire was
Sanctuary.

He said that the forest
department employees were
going o extnguish the Imr.,;.l
fire in their vehicle
caught fire that spr
the raging fo

L.
has received around §0 burn
injurics, while 1three others
have recelved 40 to 50 % burn
injurics. sald officials,

This is the second time such
an incident has oceurred in
Almora district, In the forest
fire incident on May 3, four
labourers were Killed while uy-
ing 1o douse the forest fire in
Almora district’s Someshwar
tehsil,

The labourers. who were

ported in Almora district’s Binsar W

ILE BOTO

engaged by a private person to
extract highly inflammable
pine resin (locolly known as
Leesa), were trapped inthe for-
est fire while trying to douse
the flames.

With the death of four forest
personnel on Thursday, the
death toll in forest fire inci-
&In‘ns this year so far has risen
o

Additic illlll Principal Chiel

Conservator of Forests and
state nodal m’ﬂur for forest
fires Mishant Verma said that

since Movember | lnst vear tll
Wednesday evening. the state
has reported 1,213 forest fire

incidents including 518 in
Garhwa

region, 590 in the

Kumaon region and 104 wild-
Ife administrative regions. On
Wednesday. the state reported
seven forest fire incidents,
including four in Garhwal. one
in Kumaon and one in the wild-
life administrative area, Over 13
res of forest land were
damaged in the seven forest
ires.

'Of 1.653 hectares of forest
land damaged in forest fires
this year, GET hectares have
been domaged in Garhwal
region, B33 hectares in
Eumaon region and 132 hec-
tnres in wildlife administrative
regions.” he added.

S0 for, Uttarakhand has wit-
nes: e uble the number
of forest cifents and dou-

e to forest land

this forest fire season com-

parcd to the same period last
1

evening, the state }I'\-s n_pnrn-d
L213 forest .
parcd oG53 incide nls I.:sl year
in the some period. This year
over 1,653 hectares of forest
Tandd have been damaged com-
parcd to Y89 hectares in the
period last year, according to
forest departmoent data.

The forest department has
also filed 445 cascs agninst peo-
pleon charges of lighting forest
fires in the stare so far. OF the
445 cases, G5 cases have been
Mled ngninst known people and
380 cases have been filed

PINduSTAY TIMeL
JuNe 14 2024

Fourteen Kkilled after tempo falls

inst unknown people, the
o ficials said.

Last year overall. 333 hec-
tares of forest land was 4
in 733 forest lires. causing
death of three people. In 2021,
3,943 hectares was affected and
eight died in 2.813 fires and in
2022, 3,425 hectares were dam-
aged and two died. In 2020, 172
hectares of forest land was
affected due 1o 135 major forest
lires, in which two people died.
In 2019, 2158 forest fires had
affected 2.981 hectares of forest
land, which also led to death of
a person and injured 1o another
15. This year, six people have
been killed in forese fire inei-
dents.

Forcst fire actvity is gener-
ally reported in Untarakhand
from February to June, with a
peak in fire incidence in May
and June, Besldes man-made,
other reasons for forest fires in
the state include ghming. the
friction of falling rocks and
monkeys accidentally throwing
stones that create sparks lead-
ing to forest fires

er 90% of forest fires are

de. The fires i

blodiversity. be it the microor-
ganisms in the soil, wildlife,
small insccrs, birds and people
Tiving in and around the for-
ests, affecting the overal jecol-
ogy of an area. The official for-
est lire season starts on Fabru-
ary 15 and ends on June 15,

into river in

Fourteen people were killed and 12 others were injured when a tempo traveller with
26 people onboard skidded off the road and fell into the Alaknanda river on the
Rishikesh-Badrinath national highway in the Rudraprayag district on 15 June, 2024

Uttarakhand State Disaster Response Force commandant Manikant Mishra added
that the death toll might go up as some of those injured were in serious condition. He
added that 10 died on the spot, two each at AIIMS Rishikesh and Rudraprayag
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district hospital during treatment. Of the 12 injured, five were receiving treatment in
AIIMS Rishikesh and seven in Rudraprayag district hospital.

District Disaster Management Officer Nandan Singh Rajwar said the accident
happened around 11am, and police and SDRF teams rushed to the spot and started

relief and rescue operations. He said the vehicle fell on the banks of Alaknanda river
about 250 metres below the road.

| 14 kllled after tempoO falls |
into river in Rudraprayag

HT l:orres.pand ent

Mt O P Ean b comm

DEHRADUN: Fouricen poeople
were killed and 12 others were
injured on Satrday after o termpo
raveller et with an acckdent and
fell into the Alaknanda River in
Rudmaprayng district of Ulitara-

1s familiar with the

lives in this accidentc. The local
administration and SDRF teams
are engaged in relief and rescue
work and all possible help is being
provided 1o the injured. I pray o
God for the speedy recovery of the
injured,” he posted on 30

Chicf minister Pushkar Singh
Dhamivisited AIIMS Rishikesh to
inguire about the well-being of the
injured. and directed Rudmproyogs
district magisuate Dr Saurabh |
Gaharwar o order an inguiry into
the accident. In a poston X, he said
that the local administration and
the State Disaster Response Force

Offictals Q.‘l'd A vehicle carrying
26 people fromm 2elhi to Chopta in
Rudraprosvae district met with an
accident around 11.;
Hishikesh-Badri i highway

Tear Raitoli, |r|(! s of admin- [y after iL el inlo the dccp {SDRF) team are engaged in reliel
istration, polic state disaster EOrgc, kil ngat least I.4 po onlc in Rudraprayag on Saturday. AR el rescoe operations and thoat ghe
Tesponse run-. (‘-;I')H!) Fire service

injured have been admitted to the
nearest medical cenore. “We are

and district disaster manage ment At the time of filing the report, CHTce saicd in a post on X,
C President Droupadi RMurmoa fully cormmitted to provide all pos-

authority (DPDMA} have been

rushed 1o the spot for relict and condoled the loss of lives in the sible help to the injured.”

rescuc operations. accident and proyved for the speedy One of the surdvors of the acci-
SDRF commandant Mandkant FOCOVETY ot tll; tryjuie \:d news dent Amit said: "vWe had planned

Mishra saicd that 10 of the passen-

a group outing as it wos a long
wieekend. We were coming from

#ors dicd on the spot, while two d 3 b _
snel. | express my Delhi and going to Tungnath. |

cach diced during treatmnent at the
Adl India Institute of Modical Sci-

deepest condolences e the don’t knosw howw the aocident hap-

ences (ATIMS) in Hishikesh and Dreresoved Guanilies and pray for the poned. 1 don't remember onything.

| Rudraprayng district hospital. spocdy recovery of those iInjured,” Most of the passengers were from

| Among those injured. five are shie sl Varanasi, Chandigarh, and
1 i treannent at AIMS His- Union home minister _Amit Jhansi”

i nd seven at the district Shah, too, expressed condolences Shashank. another passenger

1 =% il to the familles of thoae who lost underpoing centument at the dis-

The ciase of the nocident 2 B - their lives in the accident wict hospitzl, said: T wos sitting ar

| is yot to b(_ soertained, Mishra sion of th 5 1 - 5 \I “Hecehved the sad nesws of the rood the back, when the vehicle sud-

{ G LER HTSTEN lt appears that loaczald saclea n ent in Rudraproyngz, Urtara- denlby stacted rolling down while

[ L] lost eorn- P nvldlm all possitle bl to the Ehand, My condolences are with taking a turn. 1 can’t remember

| trol of the ve ur&nj,ﬂ .’ victims.” the Py

1w hinister's the fiumilies of thosc who lost their what happened thereafrer,”

HINOUVSTAY TING=
QUNG 16, 2019

June 25, 2024 : Cracks in Joshimath houses spell trouble in monsoons,
weakened houses may crumble

The cracks in houses in Joshimath continue to widen, the drainage system has not
been repaired, and the dangers of rainwater percolating into the hillside remain.
Apart from this, more than 800 houses in 14 pockets in the town are standing
precariously and adding to the pressures on the hillside. With monsoons at the
doorstep, no real steps have been taken to address the situation here, even though
scientists and experts who have studied the situation have demanded immediate

action. It is worth mentioning here that after land subsistence, 40 new cracks have
been observed.

In January 2023, innumerable houses in Joshimath developed cracks and crevasses
in their floors and walls when underground water sprouted out from the hillsides.
Homes had to be evacuated at a moment’s notice. Hotels that were a risk were
demolished. Scientists from several technical institutions studied the situation and
handed over a report to the National Disaster Management Authority, which urged
work to be carried out to stabilise the hill slopes. According to a report by CBRI
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Roorkee, three to four metre deep 40 such cracks along the ground were observed.
The report stated that most cracks in the houses were at least 5 mm wide.

CBRI Scientist Dr Ajay Chaurasia who had studied 2,3000 houses during the
beginning phase of land subsistence, said that at least 800 houses were in the red
zone and extremely fragile. They needed to be demolished and the material needs to
be offloaded so as to reduce the strain on the hillside. What’s more, people need to be
relocated to other places. The report also stated that the danger has increased due to
inadequate drainage system, and asks for a better drainage plan, as well as
construction of retaining walls. With monsoons coming soon, the dangers to the
region have increased.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group
engaged in communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the
Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with
institutions of Government of India, Government of Uttarakhand and other
stakeholders such as research & academic institutions, community groups, civil
society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges in the
state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable
urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of
the foundation.
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Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation
Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautival@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely unintentional.
In case any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available
for events that are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at
email id contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in
subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAAL
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