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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a monthly initiative

by Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development

for Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document

disasters and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties.

UDAAI is based on media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi

newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to

document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to

document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters,

the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take

many more steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a

document that highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster

management and accident minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership, policy makers,

bureaucracy, research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society

organisations, media and the citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and

action-oriented conversations on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation

in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue, there is likely

to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate actions and disaster

management in Uttarakhand.

March 9, 2024 : Himalayan region’s ‘unpredictable geology’ could delay

Rishikesh rail project by two years

The Rishikesh-Karanprayag rail link project, which aims to improve connectivity to

the Char Dham shrines of Yamunotri, Gangotri, Badrinath, and Kedarnath in the

Garhwal region of Uttarakhand is likely to take at least two more years to complete.

Attributing the delay to the Himalayan region’s “unpredictable geology”, officials of

Rail Vikas Nigam Ltd, which is the project’s executing agency, said that the digging of

tunnels would be done by December, 2025. The initial cost of the 125-km-long broad

gauge rail line project was Rs 16,216 crore, which is also slated to go up, the officials

said.
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March 9 , 2024 : Residents launch a campaign against felling of deodar

trees

The residents of Almora district tied the raksha sutra (holy thread) around deodar

trees as a sign of protest to save them from being cut down for widening of the road

for Jageshwar Dham under “Manaskhand Mandir Mala Mission”.

This happened after the officials of the Public Works Department (PWD) began

marking the trees slated to be chopped down, even as Chief Minister Pushakar Singh

Dhami had earlier asked them to review their decision to cut trees for the proposed

project.
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Priests and locals have been up in arms against the felling of 1,000 deodar trees in

large numbers for the widening of the road from Artola to Jageshwar temple in the

district. People aware of the matter said that axing of trees in such large numbers will

not only create an imbalance in the area’s ecology, but will also harm religious

sentiments.

Naveen Bhatt, vice-chairman, Jageshwar Temple Management Committee, Almora,

said, “Some loss of the environment by cutting trees is inevitable, but these deodar

trees reflect the sentiments of the local people. Jageshwar temple is amid a lush

green deodar forest, which is known as ‘Daruk van’, considered to be the home of

Lord Shiva. Local residents are opposing the axing of around 1,000 trees.
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March 27, 2024 : Two panels to assess high-risk glacial lakes in

Uttarakhand

The state government has established two expert teams to conduct a risk assessment

of five potentially perilous glacial lakes in Uttarakhand. These lakes have been

identified as high-risk and prone to glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs). The aim is

to mitigate potential dangers associated with these lakes.

The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), operating under the Union

Ministry of Home Affairs, has identified 13 such glacial lakes in Uttarakhand, and

have been categorised into three levels of danger – A, B, and C, with ‘A’ indicating the

highest level of risk.

Secretary Disaster Management Department Ranjit Sinha said that the initial phase

of assessment will focus on the five ‘A’ category lakes, which are primarily located in

the Pithoragarh and Chamoli district. Sinha outlined the process, saying the survey

will occur in two phases, with the first phase scheduled for May-June this year. Sinha

added, “Subsequently, instrumentation, installation of early warning systems, and

implementation of disaster mitigation measures will follow suit.”
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March 30, 2024 : Significant landslide in Silyaan village, a gaushala and

five houses in danger

The danger of landslides has increased in Silyaan village following the process of

Jaspur-Nirakot road cutting. Heavy rains resulted in a local gaushala hanging low,

when the land on which it was standing gave away from a side. This has also

threatened the existence of five houses in the vicinity.

The villagers have asked for immediate action from the authorities. The village

pradhan Jitendra Gusain said that this has happened due to the lackadaisical attitude

of the people from the Public Works Department (PWD) and he had informed the

executive engineer.

He added that Neeraj Agarwal, Executive Engineer of PWD Bhatwari block paid a

visit with his team after eight days. Agarwal assured the village people that proper

nets will be put around the landslide area and safety works will be carried out soon.
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March 30, 2024 : Forest fires rage in Uttarakhand as rangers deployed

on poll duty

The onset of summer and gusty winds have triggered a surge in forest fire incidents

across various regions in Uttarakhand, including Gopeshwar, Uttarkashi, Kedarnath

and Alaknanda. Of these, the Nagnath range in Kedarnath division has been engulfed

in flames for several days, leading to an estimated loss of at least two hectares of

forest land.

Forest fires are a recurring menace in Uttarakhand, exacerbated by factors such as

dry weather conditions and human activities like stubble burning. With the current

strain on resources due to election duties, the ability of authorities to respond

promptly to such incidents is severely compromised.

Despite the challenges, foresters said they are committed to containing the fires and

mitigating their impact on the ecosystem. “We feel that urgent action is needed to

address the staff shortages. This will ensure adequate resources are available to

combat the escalating threat of fires”, a senior official said.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group

engaged in communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the

Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with

institutions of Government of India, Government of Uttarakhand and other

stakeholders such as research & academic institutions, community groups, civil

society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges in the

state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable

urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of

the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely unintentional.

In case any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available

for events that are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at

email id contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in

subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAAI.
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