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About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a monthly initiative

by Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development

for Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document

disasters and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties.

UDAAI is based on media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi

newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to

document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to

document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters,

the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take

many more steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a

document that highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster

management and accident minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership, policy makers,

bureaucracy, research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society

organisations, media and the citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and

action-oriented conversations on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation

in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue, there is likely

to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate actions and disaster

management in Uttarakhand.

February 3, 2024 : Landslide Rubble has made its way to 24 houses

The rubble from landslides in Math village in Dasholi block, district Chamoli, has

almost reached the doorsteps of 24 houses. It has been reported that rubble is as

close as five metres from various domiciles. As per the district administration, the

responsibility of treating the landslide is with THDC but work is yet to begin.

Reports of landslides in the area go as far back as 2010, with the situation escalating

severely in 2023. However, the situation on the ground remains the same. 50

families reside in Math village, out of which 24 families are in danger of losing their

homes entirely. Chamoli District Magistrate Himanshu Khurana says that the
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treatment is pending from THDC’s side, and they will see to it that reparations are

carried out.
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February 13, 2024 : NDMA Identifies 13 Potentially Dangerous Glacial

Lakes

The committee formed by the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) to

reassess the vulnerability of glacial lakes in the country has identified 13 potentially

dangerous glacial lakes in Uttarakhand. In the wake of glacier retreat due to global

warming, the area of some lakes is “expanding dangerously”, according to experts

monitoring glacial lakes in the Himalayas and risks involved with Glacial Lake

Outburst Flood (GLOF).

On February 12, 2024, Ranjit Sinha, Secretary of the disaster management

department led a meeting with scientists and experts from relevant departments and

institutions to assess the status of glacial lakes in the state and associated risks.

During the meeting, scientists from the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology

reported that numerous glacial lakes are situated near the Gangotri glacier, with

some classified as “highly hazardous”. They specifically highlighted Vasudhara Lake,

emphasising its "high level of hazard and the necessity for installing observation

equipment for regular monitoring”.

Experts from the Indian Institute of Remote Sensing under Indian Space Research

Organisation which is responsible for monitoring the lakes formed around glaciers

along the Mandakini, Bhagírathi, and Alaknanda rivers, noted that particularly

Kedartal, Bhilangana, and Goriganga glaciers are experiencing expansion.
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February 21, 2024 : Broken glacier blocks roads near China border

The high Himalayas of Dharchula, bordering China, experienced a heavy snowstorm

on February 20, 2024. This sudden weather event led to snow accumulation in

homes and security outposts, effectively confining residents indoors.

Additionally, the Tawaghat-Lipulekh motor road, vital for connecting to the Chinese

border, was closed due to iceberg breakage near the China Gate, causing a complete

halt in traffic. Gunji, since February 19, has been blanketed with continuous snowfall,

accumulating up to one and a half feet by February 20, with the storm intensifying

since 11 am.

The snowstorm wreaked havoc, with snow being propelled into homes by gusts

reaching speeds of 50 to 60 km per hour. The closure of the Tawaghat-Lipulekh road

has stranded numerous vehicles en route to Gunji, some even forced to retreat

towards Dharchula from China Gate. The Border Roads Organization is eagerly

awaiting clearer weather conditions to reopen the road, while snowfall persisted in

Gunji till February 20 evening.

February 22, 2024 : Car falls into river at Nainbagh, 6 dead

A car crash on the Delhi-Yamunotri highway saw a car fall into the Yamuna river,

killing all 6 passengers including a pregnant woman. At 1 am, roughly a kilometre

before Aglar Bridge, the car lost control and fell 300 metres into the river below on

February 21. All 6 people in the car died on the spot.

After reports from concerned family members the next morning, police tracked the

locations of the mobile phones of those in the car and only found the bodies at 4 pm

in the evening.

February 25, 2024 : Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti Protests

Against the Terms of Resettlement

Residents of Joshimath gathered in large numbers, despite slight snowfall and

extreme cold, to organise a symbolic protest against the terms and conditions

proposed by the government for the resettlement of the now sinking town.

The chairman of the Sangharsh Samiti, Shailender Pawar, said that the committee

will seek the approval of those affected in regards to the rehabilitation policy.

Following the protest, the protesters handed over a memorandum to Uttarakhand

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami through the SDM.

Joshimath has witnessed extreme subsidence over the past year, and residents

remain unhappy with the efforts of the local and state government.
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February 29, 2024 : 6 pilgrims killed after car plunges into gorge near

Tyuni

Six people, including two minor children were killed and one person sustained

serious injuries after the car they were travelling in fell into an 800 metre deep gorge

near Ataal on NH-707 in Vikasnagar area of Dehradun district on February 28

morning.

Police said the vehicle, carrying seven pilgrims, left Tyuni tehsil to visit the Chalda

Maharaj temple. All passengers hailed from Himachal Pradesh and had been living

in Tyuni for the past few years.

The State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) team, with the help of local residents,

pulled out all the bodies trapped inside the crashed car and managed to rescue a 35

year old passenger, Jeet Singh Bahadur from Shimla in Himachal Pradesh. He was

shifted to a higher centre in Dehradun for treatment after being given first aid at a

primary health centre.
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group

engaged in communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the

Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with

institutions of Government of India, Government of Uttarakhand and other

stakeholders such as research & academic institutions, community groups, civil

society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges in the

state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable

urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of

the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautiyal@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely unintentional.

In case any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available

for events that are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at

email id contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in

subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAAI.
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