Social Development
for Communities

FOUNDATION
April 2024
Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI)
Monthly Reports

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation
Dehradun, Uttarakhand
www.sdcuk.in
contactsdcuk@gmail.com

About UDAAI Monthly Reports

Uttarakhand Disaster & Accident Analysis Initiative (UDAAI) is a monthly initiative
by Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group, Social Development
for Communities (SDC) Foundation. The goal of the UDAAI reports is to document
disasters and accidents in Uttarakhand, leading to human and ecological casualties.
UDAALI is based on media reports in respectable publications in English and Hindi
newspapers, as well as news portals. UDAAI neither attempts nor claims to
document all disasters and all accidents in Uttarakhand; its focus instead is to
document major casualties and non-casualty events on a regular basis.

We strongly believe that with the perils of inclement climate and unabated disasters,
the ecologically fragile and earthquake-prone state of Uttarakhand needs to take
many more steps to increase its disaster preparedness. We therefore see UDAAI as a
document that highlights attention towards the urgent need of a holistic disaster
management and accident minimization policy framework in Uttarakhand.

It is our earnest hope that UDAAI will spur political leadership, policy makers,
bureaucracy, research and academic institutions, businesses, civil society
organisations, media and the citizenry at large to initiate inclusive, regular and
action-oriented conversations on the subjects of resilience, mitigation and adaptation
in Uttarakhand. With mainstreaming and a greater focus on the issue, there is likely
to be an improvement in the process of planning of climate actions and disaster
management in Uttarakhand.

April 10: Eight killed after vehicle falls into 150 metre gorge

In Betalghat area of Nainital district, eight people including seven Nepalese workers
were Kkilled and two injured as their vehicle fell into a 150 metre gorge on the night of
Monday, April 8, 2024. The injured were rushed to community health centre
Betalghat by SDRF and were referred to a different health centre from there.

Station Officer Betalghat police station Aneesh Ahmed said, “We rushed to the spot
as soon as we received the information and launched a rescue operation with the help
of villagers from the nearby area and the State Disaster Response Force (SDRF). It
took two hours for the team to reach the spot as it was dark and the gorge was deep.”
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He said the accident happened due to the driver losing control of the vehicle, and
further added, “The Nepalese workers were working under a contractor for the Jal

Jeevan mission in Unchakot village under Betalghat police station.

ﬁ Correspondent

lettery @hindust antimes com

RUDRAPUR: Eight people
including scven Nepalese work-
ers were killed and two injured
after their vehicle fell into a 150-
metre gorge in Betalghat area of
Nainital district on Monday
night, the police said on Tues-
day.

Station officer Betalghat
police station Aneesh Ahmed
said, “"We rushed to the spot as
soon as we received the infor-
mation and launched a rescue
operation with the help of vil-
lagers from nearby area and the
state disaster response force
(SDRF). It took two hours for
the team to reach the spot as
there it was dark and the gorge
was deep.”

He further said that the spot
is around 60 km from Nainital
district headquarters.

“The Nepalese workers were
working under a contractor for
Jal Jeevan mission in Unchakot
village under Betalghat police
station. To return home in
Nepal from Tanakpur of Cham-
pawat district via Ramnagar,
the nine Nepalese labourers had
booked a pick-up vehicle

JK04-CC-0495) on Monday. At
‘ound 10.30 pm, the driver

SDRF team along with local police conducted search and rescue

operation in Nainital's Betalghat area on Monday night. HT

identified as Rajendra Kumar
(38), a resident of Baskot village
in Nainital, lost control of the
vehicle and it fell into a 150-me-
tre gorge,” he said.

He further said that the
deceased have been identified
as Vish Ram (50), Dheeraj (45),
Anant Ram Chaudhary (40),
Vinod Chaudhary (38), Uday
Ram Chaudhary (55). Tilak Ram
Chaudhary (45) and Gopal (60).
“Seven Nepalese citizens and
the driver had died on the spot.
Two Nepalese - Shanti Chaud-
hary and Chhotu Chaudhary -
were injured in the accident.”

He said the injured were
rushed to community health
centre Betalghat by SDRF and
from there they were referred to
adifferent health centre.

Reacting to the incident, chief
minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
said, "Very sad to have received
news about the death of eight
people in a road accident in
Nainital district. 1 pray to God to
grant peace to the souls of the
departed and strength to the
bereaved family members to
bear this loss. [ pray to God for
the speedy recovery of thl{
injured.”

HIMDAST AN T) HESR
APYLIL 10, 2004
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April 14: Jungle fires rage even more this year

The incident of forest fires has increased even more compared to last year. Last year
in 2023, 156 incidents were recorded until April 12, and which had impacted 214
hectare forest area. This year until April 12, 245 such incidents have taken place, and
which have impacted 256 hectares of forests. Forest officials say the increase is due
to burning of stubble and increased atmospheric temperature. They say that fire is
reaching from civil areas into protected forest areas.

Another reason for these fires is the collection of wild honey from hives in the
jungles. Villagers from nearby areas enter the jungle and create fires to drive the
honeybees away with smoke. The fires that they leave behind then spread over the
rest of the forest.

Incident of forest fires from 1 November to 12 April

Year Fires Affected hectare area
2022 446 593.19

2023 156 214.2

2024 245 256.57
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April 24: Hundreds of glacial lakes expanding in Himalayas, reveals Isro
analysis

A little over one in every four glacial lakes larger than 10 hectares in area (100,000 sq
mtrs) in the Himalayas have increased in size since 1984, increasing the risk of a
glacial lake outburst flood, or GLOF, a phenomenon that has become common on
account of the climate crisis.

Long-term satellite imagery covering the Himalayas has revealed that of the 2,431
glacial lakes larger than 10 hectares in area identified in 2016/2017, 676 glacial lakes
have expanded notably since 1984. And 130 of the 676 are within India, with 65,
seven, and 58 lakes located in the Indus, Ganga, and Brahmaputra river basins
respectively, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) said.

Expanding glacial lakes pose significant risks, such as GLOFs, which can have
devastating consequences for communities downstream. GLOFs occur when glacial
lakes release large volumes of meltwater due to the failure of natural dams, such as
those made of moraine and ice, resulting in sudden and severe flooding downstream.
These dam failures can be triggered by various factors, including avalanches of ice or
rock, extreme weather events, and other environmental factors.

“The Himalayan mountains, often referred to as the Third Pole because of their
extensive glaciers and snow cover, are highly sensitive to changes in the global
climate, both in terms of their physical characteristics and their societal impacts.
Research conducted worldwide has shown that glaciers across the globe have been
experiencing unprecedented rates of retreat and thinning since the onset of the
Industrial Revolution in the eighteenth century. This retreat leads to the formation of
new lakes and the enlargement of existing ones in the Himalayan region,” Isro said.
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April 29: Forest fires increase threefold in Uttarakhand

Apart from forest fires, there are fires taking place in areas close to populated areas
as well. Compared to last year, forest fires have tripled this year. This fact has been
validated by the data given by NASA-Visible Infrared Imaging Radiometer Suite.

Climate Trends, an NGO that works on several facets of the environment, analysed
the data by NASA and said that last year, 1850 fires took place in Uttarakhand
between March and April. This number has gone to 6295 in the same period this
year.

The organisation’s Research Lead Dr Palak Baliyan said that based on the March and
April data for 2023 and 2024, the areas most impacted by forest fires in Uttarakhand
are the districts of Nainital, Champawat, Almora, Pauri, and Pithoragarh. Except
Haridwar, the incidents of fires in March and April have increased as compared to
the same period in 2023.

District-wise data of forest fires for March-April

District 2023 2024
Almora 299 909
Bageshwar 75 224
Chamoli 99 203
Champawat 120 1025
Dehradun 48 62
Pauri 378 742
Haridwar 42 25
Nainital 207 1524
Pithoragarh 213 615
Rudraprayag 31 117
Tehri 115 380
US Nagar 183 290
Uttarkashi 40 89
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April 30: Surge in wildfire alerts — 925 in April last year to 7K this month

Uttarakhand saw a substantial increase in forest fire alarms this April, with the
Forest Survey of India (FSI) reporting 7,000 alerts, compared to 925 in the same
period last year. The state experienced a concerning escalation last week alone, with
3,581 alerts recorded between April 22 and 28. Along with Uttarakhand, Odisha,

Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, and Jharkhand also grappled with heightened risk of
wildfires.

“The presence of dry biomass on the forest floors and exceptional dry spell in winters
and normal rains of spring have left forest beds conducive to fires,” said Vishal Singh,

director of Centre for Ecology Development and Research (CEDAR). “The average
duration of the fires must be noted to gauge its impact,” he added.
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Dehradun: Uttarakhand saw a
substantial increase in forest fi-
realarms this April, with the Fo-
rest Surwvey of India (FSI) repor-
ting 7.000 alerts, compared to 925
in the same period last yvear. The
state experienced a concermning
escalation last week alone, with
2.581 alerts recorded between
April 22 and 28. Along with Utta-
rakhand, Odisha, Chhattisgarh.
- Andhira Pradesh, and Jhark-
hand also grappled with heigh-
tened risk of wildfires.
“Thepresence of dry biomass
on the forest floors and exceptio-
nal dry spells in winters and nor-
mal rains of spring have left fo-
rest beds conducive to fires.” said
AWishal Singh, director of Doorn-
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» Uttarakhand | 7,000 fire
alerts this April, drastic
increase from 925 last vear
» 3,581 alerts in the last
week alone. Dry biomass on
forest floors fuels fires
» Oodisha | 9,510 fire alerts
last wvear; this year, 12,061
reported
> Dry spells in winter
and normal spring rains
contribute to conducive
forest conditions
» Heightened risks demand
increased wvigilance and
proactive measures
> State machinery must
ramp up firefighting
capabilities to address
escalating threats

FSI's data comes

“ with a disclaimer

that these alerts are subject
to ground truthing by state
forestdepartments. On
ground, the state recorded
around 600 fire incidents in
April. The incidents are more
than what were recorded
during this time last yvear

due to dry forest floors
MNishant Vermal state mooaL orFicer

TIMES VIEW: Forests are an
invaluable source of food and
liwelihood. Thewy play a critical role
inmaintaining ecological
balance. Preventive measures
should be taken to reduce the
numbers of forestfires_Itis
important for govtto be
pro-active on the issue

based non-profit, Cenitre for Eco-
logv Development and Research
(CEDAR) “The average duration
of the fires must be noted to gau-
geits impact,” he added. i
Meanwhile. FSI data rewvea-
Jled concerning increases in fire
alerts across Odisha. Chhattis-
=arh, Aandhra Pradesh and
Jharkhand compared to the pre-
wious wyear ““Odisha recorded
9.510 fire alerts in A pril last vear
while this vearn it recorded 12,061
such alerts.” the FSI findings
highlighted. Chhattisgarh,
dhra FPradesh and Jhark-

:_:‘lncl similarly experienced sig-
ificant upticks in fire alerts._
Notablw, these alerts are gene-
rated using data from MO DIS and
SINPF WVIIRS satellite sensors,
part of a collaboration between
MNasa, Isro, amnd FSI. Meanwhile,
reactings$es—tITe FSI1 data. Nishant
Verma, state nodal officer (forest
fire and disaster management
cell) of Uttarakhand forest de-

Partment. said, “FSI's data co

mes with a disclaimer that these

alerts are subject to ground truat

hing by state forest departtments

On ground. the state recorded
arournd 600 fire incidents in
April. The incidents are more
than what were recgodes-guring
this time last vear due to dryw fo-
rest floors arising out of a PIro-
lomged dry spell this year”™"
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April 30: 47 new fires raze 78ha forest land across state

Uttarakhand continued to face the ongoing forest fire challenge as it reported 47 new
incidents in the state on Monday, April 29 scorching around 78 hectares of forest
land. Most of these infernos engulfed the Kumaon region, with 30 incidents that
ravaged an area of 51 hectares. Garhwal also reported 16 incidents, affecting 25 ha,
while one incident scorched 1.5 ha of protected forests.

Amidst the chaos, four individuals sustained injuries in their efforts. The grim tally of
destruction since November last year stands at 653 fire incidents, gutting 814 ha of
forest cover and inflicting losses worth Rs 16.8 lakh to the state exchequer.

In Nainital, the battle against the flames received reinforcement as 30 National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) members joined forces with the district
administration. Meanwhile, the Army, having deployed personnel in Almora and
Nainital, recalled them as the situation improved, a defence spokesperson said.

A massive fire engulfed 22 shanties in the Khurbura Mohalla area in Dehradun on
Monday, April 29. Police said that 15 families, trapped in the vicinity due to thick
smoke and flames, were evacuated before any untoward incident could happen. An
investigation is underway to investigate the cause of the fire.

Nainital Blaze
Contained, Area
Now Safe For
Tourists: Govt

Shivani Azad &
Somnali Mishra | van
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'47 new fires raze 78ha forest land

UTTARAKHAND FORESTSABZE_i —

Mew fires Uttarakhand

faced onslaught of 47 fresh

forest fires, leaving behind
a trail of destruction across
approximately 78 hectares of
forested land s
Mainital Safe | Authorities
manage to contain forest fires
that had threatened Nainital, a
popular tourist destination
Kumaon Worst-hit | Region
bears brunt of catas‘lrophe
witnessing 30 new fire

A firefighter attempts to

| outbreaks razing 51 1 % | Reinforcements arrive A control the fire caught in the
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| 4imjured Efforts of Indian Forest Act < 2:;'5"?:?;:;2‘;‘5 Dy
firefighters come at a cost, for involvement in Cacct s alnet Tdentified
with four sustaining injuries causing forest fires  *¢ personsg. Legal action has

I iz,‘;hr:;sbaule against the Grim 6 months | Since Nov been initiated in 39 cases
Ll

1, state recorded 653 forest —MNishant Verma, Uttarakhand
Monetary Loss | The economic fire incidents, resulting in forest department’s nodal
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» Continued from P1

3§ "he previous year had seen
J a surplus of pre-monsoon
showers, with April expe-
riencing 63% more rainfall
than average. Similarly. in 2022,
the state faced 80% rain deficit
in April. However, both 2020
and 2021 witnessed surplus
rainsduring April.

The prolonged dry spell has
heightened coencerns of extend-
ed forest fires, as highlighted by
the Indian Institute of Remote
Sensing (1IRS) of Isro. The agen-
cy reported that forest fires in

. < el §S S = = =
Dl e e "BLAZE RAGE: A engulfed 22 shanties in the Kurbura Mohal-
change, exacerbated by a lack of la area in Dehradun on Monday. Police said that 15 families, trapped in
ram!:xl.i and increased temper- the vicinity due to thick smoke and flames, were m_mcu;:u-d before any
atures during March. untoward incident could happen. An investigation is underway to deter-

mine the cause of the fire

aerial helicopter interventions, forest fires and disaster mana- with 31 cases against idenjified
which contributed to bringing gement, said. "Since March persons. Le
the situation under control. 2023, we've registered 227 cases  initiated in©

Nishant Verma, state forest  against miscreantsfor intentio- CWith inp

and the Army. particularly their department’s nodal officer for mally causing fires in fotsls.

n has been

rRalyarn IDas)
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About Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation

SDC Foundation is a Dehradun-based environmental action and advocacy group
engaged in communication, citizen engagement and capacity building in the
Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. The foundation works in partnership with
institutions of Government of India, Government of Uttarakhand and other
stakeholders such as research & academic institutions, community groups, civil
society, media partners, NGOs, businesses & trade bodies, schools & colleges in the
state.

Climate and environment conservation, waste management, sustainable
urbanisation and a basket of sustainable development issues are key focus areas of
the foundation.

Anoop Nautiyal

Founder

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation
Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Email : contactsdcuk@gmail.com and anoop.nautival@gmail.com

PS : Errors or omissions in UDAAI documentation, if any, are purely unintentional.
In case any errors or key omissions are detected or any fresh updates are available
for events that are already documented, SDC Foundation may kindly be notified at
email id contactsdcuk@gmail.com. We shall make the necessary corrections in
subsequent versions of the monthly reports of UDAAL
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