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Why is Uttarakhand facing a decline in voter turnout?

For the Lok Sabha elections in 2024, Uttarakhand recorded a significantly low
turnout of only 57.22%. This voter turnout percentage is lower compared to the
previous two Lok Sabha elections in Uttarakhand. Even in these elections, there
was a noticeable traditional gap between the plains and the hills regarding voter
turnout trends. While the plain seats like Haridwar and Nainital witnessed
comparatively higher voter turnout, there was general apathy observed in the hilly

regions of Almora, Garhwal, and Tehriregarding voting.

SDC Foundation, a social organization, organized a round table dialogue on the
topic "Why is Uttarakhand facing a decline in voter turnout” on 28 April, 2024.
Addressing this issue were educators, social workers, media personnel, and

representatives of the youth.

During the dialogue, speakers from various sectors attributed the low voter
turnout to factors such as migration for less participation, a one-sided political
narrative leading to voter disengagement, and to some extent, the issue of
missing voters. Suggestions for improvement in this situation included providing
incentives like free rides for voting, expanding the facility of voting from home,

remote voting, and ensuring robust coverage of the voter list.
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Who said what

Anoop Nautiyal

SDC Foundation,
Uttarakhand

Welcoming the participants, Anoop Nautiyal of SDC Foundation
mentioned that in the first phase, Uttarakhand ranked 19th among 21
states and union territories. Out of the 70 assembly constituencies, 18 in
the hills had more than 50% of the population not voting. This is
concerning from a national security perspective for a border state like



Jay Singh Rawat

Senior journalist

Senior journalist Jay Singh Rawat pointed out that this time, the dates of
voting coincided with wedding ceremonies, which may have contributed to
the low voter turnout. Additionally, complaints regarding fundamental
amenities like roads, remained unaddressed by the administration, leading
to voter disenchantment. He also suggested that the disillusionment with
established political parties and leaders in the state might be a reason for

low voter turnout.




Varsha Singh

Senior journalist

Senior journalist Varsha Singh stated that discrepancies in the voter list and
daily issues faced by voters could be reasons for low voter turnout.
Discussing the lack of options, she highlighted the need for technological
advancement.




Prof. Harsh Dobhal
Doon University

Prof. Harsh Dobhal pointed out that low voter turnout in remote areas
reflects the state of development there. Local issues remained overlooked in
the elections. He stressed the need for more research and study to
understand low voter turnout better.
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Ranbir Singh Chaudhary

Social Worker

Ranbir Singh Chaudhary stated that excessive focus on the Prime Minister's
face and 400 seats made the election campaign lose its enthusiasm. He
noted a lack of enthusiasm among women voters in Uttarakhand, despite
their traditionally significantrole.
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Ravi Bijarniya
Deputy Director
of Information

Deputy Director of Information Ravi Bijarniya said that the Election
Commission made significant efforts to increase voter turnout this time, but
Uttarakhand still fell behind its target. However, this time the trend was
observed throughout the country in the first two phases. He said that people
look for their presence in the voter list of local body or Panchayat elections to
be present in the voter list of Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha as well, although
both voter lists are prepared by different organizations in different ways.




Anil Sati

Secretary,
PRSI Dehradun

Anil Sati said that women have always played an important role in

Uttarakhand, but this time there was not much enthusiasm among women
regarding voting.
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Anoop Nautiyal

SDC Foundation,
Uttarakhand

Anoop Nautiyal concluded by thanking everyone and stated that the report
of the Round Table Dialogue on the topic "Why is Uttarakhand facing a
decline in voter turnout?” would be shared with the Election Commission. He
emphasized the need for political parties in the state and the Election
Commission to address the serious issue of Uttarakhand's declining voting
trend and public apathy with earnestness.
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SDC Foundatlon Round Tabl

By OUR STAFF
REPORTER

DEHRADUN, 30 Apr:
Uttarakhand recorded a
significantly low turnout of only
57.22% in the ongoing Lok Sabha
elections. This voter turnout
percentage is lower compared to
the previous two Lok Sabha
elections in Uttarakhand. Even in
these elections, there was a
noticeable traditional  gap
between the plains and the hills
regarding tumout trends. While
the plains seats like Haridwar and
Mainital witnessed comparatively
higher voter tumout, there was
general apathy observed in the hill
regions of Almora, Garhwal and
Tehri.

The SDC Foundation
organised a round table dialogue
on the topic, "Why is Uttarakhand
facing a decline in voter turnout?”

Addressing this issue were
edul:am so;}a.i workers, media

af

the votith. &
During the dialogue, speakers
from various sectors attributed the
low voter tumout to factors such
as migration, a one-sided political
narrative leading to wvoter
disengagement, and to some
extent, the issue of missing voters
from the lists. Suggestions for
improvement in this situation
included providing incentives like
free rides for voting, expanding
the facility of voting from home,
remote voting, and ensuring
robust coverage of the voter list.
Starting the dialogue, Anoop
Nautiyal of SDC Foundation
mentioned that, in the first phase,
Uttarakhand ranked 19th among
21 states and union territories.
Out of the 70 assembly
constituencies, 18 in the hills had
more than 50% of the population
not voting. This is concerning from
a national security perspective for
a border state like Uttarakhand.
Senior joumnalist Jay Singh
Rawat pointed out that, this time,
the dates of voting coincided with
wedding ceremonies, which may
have contributed to the low vater
turnout. Additionally, complaints
regarding fundamental amenities
like roads remained unaddressed
by the administration, leading to
voter disenchantment. He also
suggested that the disillusionment
with established political parties
and leaders in the state might be
a reason for low voter turnout.
ADR State Coordinato
Manoj Dhyani emphasised
migration is primari
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for the low wvoter turnout
percentage, along  with
responsibility lving with migrant
voters who, under the emotional
appeal of campaigns like "My
Village, My Vote", might have
registered their votes in their
villages but failed to tum up for
voting. According to him, the
extensive exchange of leaders from
political parties before the
elections has also eroded the
confidence of voters in the political
process, leading to people
abstaining from voting,

Senior journalist Varsha
Singh stated that discrepancies in
the voter list and daily issues faced
by voters could be reasons for low

voter tumout. Discussing the lack-

of options, she highlighted the
need for  technological
advancement,

Dr RP Mamgain from Doon
University claimed that around 50
to 60 pereent of voters in politics
are not committed to any
or individual, termed as floating
voters. This time, the floati
vaters didn't seem fo have a

more research and study to
understand low voter turnout

Ranvir Singh Chaudhary
stated that excessive focus on the
Prime Minister's face and 400
seats made the election campaign
lose its enthusiasm. He noted a
lack of enthusiasm among

vaters in Uttarakhe

despite their tradmonai_ly
significant role.
Additional Director,

Information, Ravi Bijarniya said
that the Election Commission
made significant efforts to
increase voter tumout this time,

Il

but. Uﬂarakhand still fell behind

This time, due to the voting being
on Friday and the weekend being
of three days, hotels and resorts.
were already booked, so it was
not possible. forthoseyouﬂ-ltoget
leave for voting.

Doon University student [ris
Chauhan said that, this time, the
election in Uttarakhand revolved
around a 26-year-old candidate,
indicating the emergence of this
youth. The fact that major
political parties and pollﬁr:ansm
becoming irrelevant to
people can alao 3
low vater: mmmt. She. said xhat

-apathy with eamestness.

voter list could prevent confusion
among voters.

Anoop MNautival concluded
by thanking everyone and stated
that the report of the Round Table
Dialogue on the topic "Why is
Uttarakhand facing a decline in
vater tumout? would be shared
with the Election Cornmission, He

~emphasised the need for political
‘parties in the state and the
'Elechon Commission to address

the serious issue of Uttarakhand's
declining voting trend and public

KINDLY ENCOURAGE
YOUR FAMILY &
FRIENDS TO
SUBSCRIBE TO
GARHWAL POST!
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Migration, political narrative, wedding season | N
causes of low voter turnout in LS 2024

PNS ® DEHRADUN
Elpeﬂi. from various sec-
tors have attributed the
low voter turnout during the
Lok Sabha elections 2024 in
Uttarakhand to several fac-
tors like migration, a one-
sided political narrative that
led to voter disengagement,
voting dates coinciding with
several wedding ceremonies
and missing names of voters
from the voter’s list. This was
ined by several speakers in
‘L)E Round Table Dialogue
organised by the Social
Development ~ for
Communities (S_-Dp)
Foundation on _the topic-
“Why is U :
a decline in voter turnout?
The founder of the founda-
tion
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ita
union territories in
of voting. The State

cent, In

voter

turnout

cies in

recorded a significantly low
voter turnout of 57.22 per

was a noticeable gap between
the plains and the moun-
tainous regions regarding
Comparatively higher
plain seats

Rainital whil : .
towards voting was noted in

A Nautiyal said for a bord
T
i .h.'ﬁ",’f; Rawat stated (et thi

the dates of voting coincided

this election, there

trends.
voter
was observed in
like Haridwarand
general apathy

turnout

such as Almora, parties

aﬁwﬂ. and Tehri. Out of
the 70 assembly constituen-

the State, 18 con-

stituencies in the mount
ous region had a

1&'&51&'- Sing

with wedding ceremonies
which may have contributed
to the low voter turnout.
Moreover, complaints about
essential amenities such as
roads were not addressed by
the authorities in ﬂ;eluml
mountainous areas that pos-
sibly resulted in unsatisfied

result, those youth couldn’t

leave to vote, The deputy
recton of the Information

d:rnmmt Ravi Bijarniya
said that the Election
Commission

of India (ECI)
je efforts to

{ SAY EXPERTS DURING ROUNDTABLE DIALOGUE } LOK SABHA POLLS
‘Migration, disengagement of
voters resulted in low turnout’

HT Correspondent

com

DEHRADUN: A roundtable dia-
logue has attributed low voter
turnout in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in the state to factors like
migration, a one-sided political
narrative leading to voter disen-
gagement, and the issue of miss-
ing names of electors from the
voting list, said a statement
issued on Tuesday. ¢
Speakers from various sectors
said this while participating in
the “Round Table Dialogue”
organised by Dehradun-based
NGO SDC Foundation on "Why
is Uttarakhand facing a decline
in voter turnout?” on Sunday.
Anoop Nautiyal from SDC
Foundation said the state
recorded a significantly low
turnout of only 57.2%. “This
voter turnout percentage is
lower compared to the previous
two general elections in Uttara-
khand. Even in these elections,
there was a noticeable tradi-
tional gap between the plain:

and the Ly i
mm“zﬁ:a:.regaxding_. .

~mental amenities like roads,

Uttarakhand ranked 19th among
21 states and union territories.
“Out of the 70 assembly constitu-
encies, 18 in the hills had more
than 50% of the population who
hoycotted voting in this poll.
This is a matter of concern for
Uttarakhand.”

~ The voter turnout in the state,
which went to polling in the first

hase of Lok Sabha elections on

\pril 19, is 57.2%. Of the total
turnout (excluding postal ballot),
the percentage of women voters
was 49.35%, while those of men
was50.63%.

Senior journalist Jay Singh
Rawat pointed out that this time,
the dates of voting coincided
with wedding season, which
may have contributed to the low
voter turnout. “Additionally,
complaints regarding funda-

the

lying with migrant voters who,
under the emotional appeal of
campaigns like “My Village, My
Vote,” might have registered

-their votes in their villages but

failed to turn up for voting.

RP Mamgain from Doon Uni-
versity said around 50 to 60% of
voters are not committed to any
political party or individual,
termed as floating voters. “This
time, the floating voters didn't
seem to have any reason for vot-
ing, Itseems this segment is con-
tent with their situation, feeling
that voting or not voting won't |
makea . he said.

Senior journalist Sanjeev
st d that the Elec-
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About Social Development
for Communities (SDC)
Foundation

Social Development for Communities (SDC) Foundation is a Dehradun-based
environmental action and advocacy group engaged in communication, capacity
building and community mobilisation in the Himalayan state of Uttarakhand. Its key
functional domains include climate and environmental conservation, sustainable
urbanisation and solid & plastic waste management.

The foundation works in partnership with institutions of Government of India, Government
of Uttarakhand, and other stakeholders such as research and academic institutions,
community groups, civil society, media partners, NGOs, businesses and trade bodies,
schools and colleges in the state.

www.sdcuk.in
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